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tion, an experiment station, so to speak, in which we are
trying to prepare you to live in a manner a little more
orderly, a little more efficient, and a little more civilized
than you have lived heretofore. If you are not able to
live and succeed here, you will not be able to live and
succeed in the world outside. If we do not want you
here, if we cannot get on with you here, it will mean that
the world outside will not want you, will not be able to
get on with you."

Probably no educator ever kept more constantly before
his own mind and before the minds of his students and
teachers that the purpose of education is preparation for
right living than did Booker Washington. Everything
that did not make for this end he eliminated, regardless
of customs and traditions, everything which did make
for this end he included, equally regardless of customs
and traditions.

In a talk called, "Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother,"
the second of this series, he made this rather touching
statement: "Many of your parents are poor. Not only
that, but many of them are ignorant, at least, so far as
books are concerned. Notwithstanding all this, in every
case they have done something for you. It may have
been, in many cases I know that it has been, a very little,
but out of their poverty and out of their ignorance they
have done something. They have made it possible, in
the majority of cases, for you to come here, and no matter
how poor they are, no matter how ignorant they are, their
ambition is largely centred in you."
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